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From Uncertain To Confident

An introverted child, Jia Hao preferred

staying at home to play with family m]—he readl'ng Skl”.Y he has
members over making new friends at the

playground. Jia Hao comes from a family plc/fed up fr{)m Stgady
where both parents are largely absent, and

he is taken care of by his grandmother and Readers has made him more

uncle’s family. As a driver and deliveryman, . .
his father often works long hours away from conﬁ dent in Teadmg books

home, while his mother is incarcerated. Jia on hZS 0N as @C” ”
Hao found it difficult to learn language and . .
mathematical skills in preschool, and — Jun De, cousin of ¥ia Hao

disliked doing homework. As a result, he
trailed behind his peers academically.

Jia Hao's cousin, Jun De, took an active role in helping Jia Hao improve. Over time, Jun De
had him cultivate the habit of doing homework over the weekends, reinforcing Jia Hao's
own efforts to work hard despite his inclinations. Jun De also enrolled Jia Hao in New
Life's Steady Readers (SR) literacy intervention programme after a referral from Fei Yue
Family Services. Jia Hao was curious about the new “school” he was going to - although
he was unsure about the new environment, he soon picked up an interest in reading
books and adding new words to his vocabulary. The teacher-mentors at SR
conscientiously guided Jia Hao in areas he was weak in and helped him attain crucial
English skills.

Jun De has observed his cousin's
improvement since Jia Hao began
attending SR at the start of 2024. "He is
more confident in speaking full
sentences now instead of saying words
or phrases to describe objects or things
that he sees. The reading skills he has
picked up from SR has made him more
confident in reading books on his own
as well. He may not be able to read all
the words, but he's willing to try and
learn from it" Jun De shares.

He also noticed that whereas Jia Hao
would previously only speak to people
he was familiar with, now Jia Hao is
more confident in expressing himself to
his friends and new people. ‘He's now
more interested in talking to people.
He's also starting to be more curious in
finding out new things around him."

Despite Jia Hao's challenging family ‘ oA
circumstances, Jun De is now more <4 (”“‘:Q‘\
confident of his cousin's learning journey ﬁm¢ - \2;“—

as SR has given him a boost to his
reading skills and cultivated his interest
in reading.

“l was uncertain how far Jia Hao would progress before going to primary school, but now |
have a better idea of his way of learning.” Jun De shares.
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SUPPORT
CHILDREN,
YOUTH &

SENIORS

2025 is New Life's 25th anniversary. We have expanded our services islandwide, offering
preschool services, active ageing programmes and Steady Readers classes all over
Singapore. Your support is vital to enabling us to continue meeting the increasing needs
of disadvantaged children, youths and seniors. You can support us in the following ways:

1) Contributing to a Positive Retirement Culture

We are pleased to announce that we have
opened a new active ageing centre in
Jelapang. The centre will include a Gym Tonic
to improve seniors' physical health and runs a
diverse array of programmes to meet seniors'
health and social needs.

As Singapore rapidly ages, 1in 4 Singaporeans
will be above 65 by 2030. Your support of New
Life's active ageing centres helps ensure that
seniors do not languish at the margins of
society. Instead, they will be valued and
empowered to lead active, meaningful lives in
a caring, encouraging community.

Donate to us on Giving.sg and champion active ageing for disadvantaged seniors! All
donations above $10 are eligible for 250% tax deduction.

2) Tutoring Lower-Resourced Children

In partnership with ComLink and Sembawang Primary School, we have expanded Steady

Readers to Tampines, Fengshan, Admiralty, and Sembawang. These nodes urgently need

volunteer mentors to impart literacy and socio-emotional skills to children struggling with
their studies. Volunteer with us and contribute to bettering children’s futures!

Location Date & Time Venue Volunteers Needed
Sembawang Primary School, 10 N
Sembawang Mon. 2pm-315pM | sembawang Drive, Singapore 757715 fortnightly
. RN Zone 4, Blk 450 Tampines 2 fortnightly OR
Tampines Tue. 7.45pm-gpm St 42, Singapore 520450 1weeldy
Fengshan CC Lvl 4, 20 Bedlok 4 fortnightly OR
Fengshan SR Mon, 7.45pm-gpm North St 2, Singapore 469644 2 weekly
Fengshan SR+ Fengshan CC Lvl 4, 20 Bedok 5 fortnightly OR
P — Wed, 7.45pm-gpm North St 2, Singapore 469644 2 weekly & 1 fortnightly
; RN Zone 9, 693C Woodlands 4 fortnightly OR
Admiralty Thu. 7.45pm-gpm Ave 6. Singapore 733693 2 weekly

Volunteer

3) Celebrating 25 Years of Building Hope With Us

Our 25th anniversary gala dinner is on 27 September, 6pm at Ritz Carlton Hotel. Save the
date and stay tuned for information on how to support this event!
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